RESOURCE SUGGESTIONS
CONGREGATIONAL CONVERSATIONS:

Listening to the Spirit: A Handbook for Discernment. William Paulsell, editor. (St. Louis: Chalice Press, 2001)


I think this is one of the finest resources that I have seen because it genuinely helps people to think and talk together. 
Talking About Homosexuality: A Congregational Resource. Karen P. Oliveto, Kelly Turney, Traci West (Cleveland: The Pilgrim Press, 2005)


I believe that the authors are United Methodists, so they employ that Wesleyan quadrilateral of scripture, reason, experience and tradition. This offers a six session course with plenty of exercises, meditation/prayer pieces, and discussion guides. A facilitator’s guide is included in the book.

Congregations Talking About Homosexuality: Dialogue on a Difficult Issue. Beth Ann Gaede, editor (Herndon, VA: The Alban Institute, 1999)

I haven’t actually seen this resource, but the Alban Institute tends to produce very sensitive materials and this one was recommended to me.
Discerning Church Membership. Welcome to Dialogue Series, Booklet #3 


I’m certain that you are familiar with the Welcome to Dialogue booklets. I’ve attached an electronic copy of this one.
BIBLICAL/THEOLOGICAL RESOURCES:

Homosexuality and Christian Faith: Questions of Conscience for the Churches. Walter Wink, editor (Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 1999)


Many Anabaptists love Walter Wink for his insights about power and violence. This little book includes a number of well known scholars who reflect personally, biblically, and theologically upon the issue of homosexuality and the church. 
What the Bible Really Says About Homosexuality. Daniel A. Helminiak (New Mexico: Alamo Square Press, 2000)


Helminiak has a background in systematic theology and educational psychology. This book is quite readable and is particularly effective at addressing the “killer texts.” 

Homosexuality, Science, and the “Plain Sense” of Scripture. David L. Balch, editor. (Grand Rapids: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 2000)


This book has more of an academic focus, but there are some very good scholars who contribute, including Christine Gudorf, Phyllis Bird, David Fredrickson and David Balch.

Jesus, the Bible and Homosexuality. Jack Rogers (Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, 2006).

Rogers is a self described evangelical, theologian, and former moderator of the Presbyterian Church USA, who talks about how his mind was changed regarding the welcome of lgbt people. He offers a nice analyses of how the church changed its very biblical views of slavery and the subordination of women.

On Biblical Interpretation. Welcome to Dialogue Series, Booklet #4 

PERSONAL RESOURCES
Always My Child: A Parent’s Guide to Understanding your lgbt or Questioning Son or Daughter. Kevin Jennings (NY: Simon & Schuster, 2003)


This is a wonderful resource for any parent who learns or suspects that their child is lgbt. Really, it’s a wonderful resource for anyone.

Coming Out Young and Faithful. Leanne McCall Tigert & Timothy Brown (Cleveland: The Pilgrim Press, 2001).


Sometimes it’s just good to hear it from the source. This book offers stories of mostly UCC youth who discover that they are lgbt. This is an important population to remember, especially since youth are coming out earlier and earlier in life.

How Homophobia Hurts Children. Jean M. Baker (NY: Harrington Park Press, 2002)


Baker is a clinical psychologist and offers a sensitive exploration of the challenges that lgbt children face in school and ways to make our schools safer and more responsive to their needs.

The Cost of Truth: Faith Stories of Mennonite and Brethren Leaders and Those Who Might Have Been. Roberta Showalter Kreider, editor (Kulpsville, PA:  Strategic Press, 2004)


Who in the Mennonite Church doesn’t know Roberta??
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